


Click on the news tile and you’ll be able to access an archival
copy of Groutline, SAMA’s twelve-page, full-color newsletter. The
quarterly publication is a benefit of membership, and each issue is
chock-full of member news and beautifully photographed features
that educate, inspire, and entertain.

By now you should be ready to sign up fora SAMA membership,
so click on “Join” to read about the various levels and benefits of
affiliation. There is a members-only section of the website where
members can find news of mosaic commissions and other oppor-
tunities, see specialized reading lists and book reviews, read the
latest member announcements, and check out press releases and
past issues of Groutline. They can also submit a technical question
to “Ask a Pro” and volunteer for various projects.

No tour of the website is complete without a stop at the SAMA
Shop, where you can purchase Mosaic Arts International (MAI)
exhibition catalogs and other publications, find cool mosaic-themed
merchandise, register for the next SAMA conference, and join or
renew membership.

Answering the Call
So have we whetted your appetite? Ready to buy your very
own mosaic nippers and start cutting? You should know that many
SAMA members came to mosaics through their interest in glass
crafts. After all, what do you do with all those lovely shards left over
from your stained glass work? In fact, stained glass is used by about
half of SAMA’s artists, and about 40 percent name it as one of the
two materials they use most often. Some use precut glass tiles, but
others prefer to cut their tesserae freehand from glass sheet. Other
popular mosaic materials include vitreous glass tiles, bits of fused
and dichroic glass, ceramic tile, smalti (small cubes of Venetian or
Mexican enameled glass), and found objects. There’s also a grow-
ing contingent who incorporate bits of natural materials—marble,
stone, and semiprecious minerals—into their mosaic art.
People who come to SAMA after other arts or-
ganizations say they’ve never been affiliated with
a more creative, inspiring, or collaborative group.
We hope you’ll join us and discover the source of
our happiness —making the world a more beautiful
place, one tile at a time. PGQ
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You’ll find more information about the Society of

American Mosaic Arts and its mission in the Fall
2008 issue of Profitable Glass Quarterly.

www.ProfitableGlass.com/Fall zoo8



