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Everyone has ideas.

It is only a very 
few who responsibly 

implement them.

Above: (detail) Afterthoughts

Capturing the Illusive Dream
Vision is a gift, a transient and ephemeral apparition. While its Vision is a gift, a transient and ephemeral apparition. While its Vision is a gift, a transient and ephemeral apparition. While its 

appearance and coming cannot be predicted, its disappearance is appearance and coming cannot be predicted, its disappearance is 
as certain as the sunrise. The artist seriously interested in pursuing as certain as the sunrise. The artist seriously interested in pursuing 
the development of this vision must be prepared for that encounter. the development of this vision must be prepared for that encounter. 
The best equipment for such an encounter is a ready pen and paper The best equipment for such an encounter is a ready pen and paper 
or other recording system that is convenient and familiar to the or other recording system that is convenient and familiar to the 
individual.

Once you have attained fl uency, technical profi ciency, expertise, Once you have attained fl uency, technical profi ciency, expertise, 
and depth of understanding in your chosen area of exploration and and depth of understanding in your chosen area of exploration and 
expression, you will begin to think in those terms. Ideas and images expression, you will begin to think in those terms. Ideas and images 
relative to and derivative of this set of concepts become the matrix relative to and derivative of this set of concepts become the matrix 
within which you see and comprehend all things. Concept, image, within which you see and comprehend all things. Concept, image, 
understanding, and fi nished work spring fully formed in your mindunderstanding, and fi nished work spring fully formed in your mind’s 
eye, and it becomes incumbent upon you at that point to record those eye, and it becomes incumbent upon you at that point to record those 
images and visions in whatever form is most effective, be it sketch, images and visions in whatever form is most effective, be it sketch, 
model, or notation.model, or notation.

Understand that this notation is no mere physical act, no casual Understand that this notation is no mere physical act, no casual 
or small thing. This recording of ideas is the very process of trans-or small thing. This recording of ideas is the very process of trans-
ferring from the spiritual plane to the physical plane, the realization ferring from the spiritual plane to the physical plane, the realization 
and substantiality of the human’s supremacy as the only being who 
exists simultaneously in both worlds. Take seriously this oppor-exists simultaneously in both worlds. Take seriously this oppor-
tunity, this responsibility, 
this doorway between the 
two worlds. Within the 
world of spirit, of thought, 
of idea, we can change and 
shape and mold our thoughts into anything without 
the worldly constraints of space or time or fi nance. All 
things become possible within this world, and if we are 
then able to bring that idea, that concept or image into 
this world, we have given birth to a unique creation. this world, we have given birth to a unique creation. 
We have epitomized our intrinsic similarity to that of We have epitomized our intrinsic similarity to that of 
the Creator who gave us life.

Ideas, concepts, and images are the stuff of dreams, 
are manipulated and shifted in our mindare manipulated and shifted in our mind’s eye. Unless 
we transfer them into written or other physical form, they will we transfer them into written or other physical form, they will 
evaporate from our consciousness as certainly as the morning mist evaporate from our consciousness as certainly as the morning mist 
disappears with the coming of the sun and the daydisappears with the coming of the sun and the day’s concerns. Take 
responsibility for these ideas and images. You are the only one to responsibility for these ideas and images. You are the only one to 
whom they have come, to whom they have been given. If you do not whom they have come, to whom they have been given. If you do not 
use them, develop them, execute them, implement them, you will use them, develop them, execute them, implement them, you will 
have deprived the world of human beings from the privilege of shar-have deprived the world of human beings from the privilege of shar-
ing that unique aspect of the universal heart of creation. Everyone ing that unique aspect of the universal heart of creation. Everyone 
has ideas. It is only a very few who responsibly implement them.has ideas. It is only a very few who responsibly implement them.

Recognizing the Source
We can easily tell which images come from within ourselves We can easily tell which images come from within ourselves 

and which come as fully ripe fruits from the universal mind. These and which come as fully ripe fruits from the universal mind. These 
appear fully formed within our consciousness. While they may take appear fully formed within our consciousness. While they may take 
only seconds to jot down on paper, they may well consume days, only seconds to jot down on paper, they may well consume days, 
weeks, months, or even years to the fulfi llment of their physical weeks, months, or even years to the fulfi llment of their physical 
creation. We know, however, that no matter how much praise and creation. We know, however, that no matter how much praise and 
compliment we receive for this work, we cannot truly take credit compliment we receive for this work, we cannot truly take credit 
for the idea itself but only for the stick-to-it-iveness of sitting there for the idea itself but only for the stick-to-it-iveness of sitting there 
and executing the gift that was given us.

By dint of serious discipline, practice, and persistence, we have 
developed with our vocabulary and voice an ear for the universal developed with our vocabulary and voice an ear for the universal 
language. We hear, see, understand and intuitively recognize without 
conscious application of thought or effort. We know. We understand. 

It is in this state that the words write themselves, that stellar work It is in this state that the words write themselves, that stellar work It is in this state that the words write themselves, that stellar work 
is created, with the artist nearly a spectator to the process. These is created, with the artist nearly a spectator to the process. These is created, with the artist nearly a spectator to the process. These 
true works have a life force of their own, a presence separate from true works have a life force of their own, a presence separate from true works have a life force of their own, a presence separate from 
that of their creators. It is as though this work already exists and the that of their creators. It is as though this work already exists and the that of their creators. It is as though this work already exists and the 
artist acts as midwife, as facilitator, to bring about the realization of artist acts as midwife, as facilitator, to bring about the realization of 
the preexisting reality. Any human who conceptualizes and executes the preexisting reality. Any human who conceptualizes and executes 
that idea—by opening the door between the worlds of the visible and by opening the door between the worlds of the visible and 
invisible, tangible and intangible, mind and matterinvisible, tangible and intangible, mind and matter—has walked, for 
that time at least, along the paths of his or her true potential.that time at least, along the paths of his or her true potential.
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Milon is a frequent speaker on art and market-
ing at workshops and conference. His artwork can 
be viewed at www.milontownsend.com. He also 
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